DRAFT - FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY                           Transit Oriented Development, NM TLU, Apr06


Transportation and Land Use Technical Work Group

Draft Policy Option #6: Transit Oriented Development
Addresses Option 1.4.2  from original policy matrix
1. Policy Description:  

a. Lay description of proposed policy action:  Promote transit oriented development by giving local communities the needed tools and technical assistance.  Build compact development around transit stops to meet daily needs by foot or transit. Meet the growing demand by a larger number of households seeking to live near services, jobs and transit. Cut greenhouse gas emissions by significantly reducing or even eliminating automobile trips generated per household.    
b. Policy Design Parameters:

i. Implementation level(s) beyond BAU –  Provide financial assistance for pedestrian improvements, bicycle facilities, housing projects, and parking facilities within 1/2 mile of transit stations.
ii. Timing of implementation - 2006 through 2010.
iii. Implementing parties: Department of Finance and Administration, Department of Transportation, Regional Transportation Districts, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Regional Planning Organizations.
iv. Other

c. Implementation Mechanism(s): Indicate which mechanisms are to be used, and describe the specific approach that is proposed

i. Information and education

ii. Technical assistance

1. TOD Planning Grants: Expand and sustain the number of planning grants for New Mexico communities to develop diverse public areas for commerce, civic activities, and entertainment, easily accessible through efficient transportation systems that include pedestrian travel.  A first round of grants emerged from the Livability! The Report of the Governor’s Task Force on Our Communities, Our Future.
  Planning should coordinate economic development, land preservation, and transportation.
2. Creation of Transit Village Plans: A local government may adopt a transit village plan that permits a significantly higher density of development than the development that currently exists in the area. The plan for a transit village development district should address the following characteristics:

a. A neighborhood centered around a transit station that is planned and designed so that residents, workers, shoppers, and others find it convenient and attractive to patronize transit;

b. A mix of housing types, including apartments;

c. Other land uses, including a retail district oriented to the transit station and civic uses, including day care centers and libraries;

d. Pedestrian and bicycle access to the transit station, with attractively designed and landscaped pathways;

e. A transit system that encourages and facilitates intermodal service, and access by modes other than single occupant vehicles;

f. Installation of needed public improvements;

g. Demonstrable public benefits beyond the increase in transit usage.

3. Implementation of Transit Village Plans: Upon adoption of a transit village plan the local government shall take all needed steps to adopt, modify or otherwise make needed changes to existing zoning, building codes and other land use regulations to ensure consistency with the plan.  The local government shall also allow use by right for multifamily residential uses on each parcel designated for multifamily residential development.
iii. Funding mechanisms and or incentives
1. Set up a state transit village fund, to provide funding to local governments who adopt and implement a transit village plan for public improvements around transit stops.

2. Provide financial assistance for pedestrian improvements, bicycle facilities, housing projects, and parking facilities within 1/4 mile of transit stations.  Priority will be given to projects that are part of, or proximate to, an existing or proposed high quality TOD (see similar program in Massachusetts).

3. Certify TOD districts eligible for tax increment financing.

4. Establish priority funding areas to target state and local public funds to TOD districts as appropriate for growth.

iv. Voluntary and or negotiated agreements

1. Encourage redirection of at least 25 percent of new housing and other development assistance to TOD districts.

v. Codes and standards

1. Create a TOD or overlay zone to promote complementary mixed-used development within a ten minute walk of the transit station.

2. Changes to zoning must be accompanied with changes in design standards, ideally combined into a design based form code, so that the TOD district offers ample cycling and walking opportunities with adequate facilities and attractive street conditions. Streets have good connectivity and traffic calming features to control vehicle traffic speeds. Mixed-use development includes shops, schools and other public services, and a variety of housing types and prices, within each neighborhood.
vi. Market based mechanisms

vii. Pilots and demos

viii. Research and development

ix. Reporting

x. Registry

xi. Other? 

2. BAU Policies/Programs, if applicable: 

a. Description of policy/program #1

b. Description of policy/program #2

c. Etc.

3. Types(s) of GHG Benefit(s):

a. CO2

b. CH4

c. N2O

d. HFC’s, SFC’s

e. Black Carbon

4. Types of Ancillary Benefits and or Costs, if applicable:

a. Example #1

b. Example #2

c. Etc.

5. Estimated GHG Savings and Costs Per MMTCO2e: 

a. Summary Table of:

i. GHG potential in 2012, 2020, 2050

ii. Net Cost per MMTCO2e in 2012, 2020, 2050

b. Insert Excel Worksheet showing summary GHG reduction potential and net cost

6. Data Sources, Methods and Assumptions:

a. Data Sources

b. Quantification Methods

c. Key Assumptions 
7. Key Uncertainties if applicable:

a. Benefits 

b. Costs 

8. Description of Ancillary Benefits and Costs, if applicable: 

a. Description of issue #1

b. Description issue #2

c. Etc. 

9. Description of Feasibility Issues, if applicable:

a. Description of issue #1

b. Description of issue #2

c. Etc.
10. Status of Group Approval:

a. Pending

b. Completed
11. Level of Group Support: 

a. Unanimous Consent

b. Supermajority

c. Majority

d. Minority

12. Barriers to consensus, if applicable (less than unanimous consent):

a. Description of barrier #1

b. Description of barrier #2

c. Etc.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.nm.us/clients/dfa/Files/LGD/PLAN/PDF/livability.PDF" ��http://www.state.nm.us/clients/dfa/Files/LGD/PLAN/PDF/livability.PDF� 
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